
new shore
Th i s  command  reached  back  to  the
covenan t  God  gave  Abraham in
Genes i s  17 ,  uncond i t iona l  i n  i t s
p romises  and  anchored  in  H i s
fa i th fu lness  a lone .  Pa r t i c ipa t ion  in
tha t  covenan t ,  however ,  r equ i red
obed ience  to  i t s  s i gn .  

C i rcumc i s ion  marked  be long ing .  I t
dec la red  tha t  a  pe r son  was  se t  apar t
to  the  Lord .  The  p rev ious  genera t ion
had  rece ived  the  s ign ,  bu t  i n  the i r
unbe l i e f ,  t hey  had  abandoned  the
prac t i ce .  In  the  w i lde rness ,  neg lec t
had  rep laced  remembrance .  An  en t i r e
genera t ion  g rew up  unmarked  by  the
covenan t .

Now the  new genera t ion  s tood  in  the
land  i t se l f ,  ye t  ou t  o f  a l i gnment  w i th
the  p romise  tha t  b rough t  them the re .
So  the  Lord  s topped  them.  Be fo re
conques t  came  consec ra t ion .  Be fo re
v ic to ry  came ,  su r render .  Be fo re
ou tward  advance  came inward
renewa l .

A t  G i l ga l ,  a  name tha t  means  ro l l i ng
away ,  t he  rep roach  o f  Egyp t  was
removed .  The  o ld  iden t i t y  o f  t he
wor ld  was  cu t  away .  Th i s  was  f a r
more  than  a  phys ica l  ac t .  I t  was  a
dec la ra t ion  tha t  the  pas t  no  longer
de f ined  them.

The  mos t  obv ious  nex t  s tep  seemed
unmis takab le .  The  enemy was  a f ra id .
Je r i cho  l ay  w i th in  reach .  The  a rmy
s tood  assemb led  and  eager .  Every
ins t i nc t  i n  a  so ld ie r ’ s  m ind  u rged
immed ia te  ac t ion :  o rgan i ze  the  ranks ,
p ress  the  advan tage ,  t ake  g round
be fo re  res i s tance  cou ld  ha rden .  Th i s
was  the  hour  to  s t r i ke .

Bu t  the  Lord  was  no t  mov ing  in  tha t
d i rec t ion .

Ins tead  o f  a  command  to  advance ,  a
d i f f e ren t  i n s t ruc t ion  a r r i ved ,  one  tha t
ha l t ed  the  en t i r e  camp in  s tunned
s i l ence .  The  men  were  to  be
c i rcumc i sed .  A t  the  p rec i se  moment
when  s t reng th  and  read iness  appeared
mos t  u rgen t ,  t he  Lord  ca l l ed  them to
vu lne rab i l i t y  and  s t i l l ness .

The  o rder  made  no  sense  f rom a
mi l i t a ry  pe r spec t i ve .  They  had  j u s t
en te red  enemy te r r i to ry .  The  Jordan
now guarded  the i r  r ea r .  Je r i cho
loomed  ahead .  Ye t  eve ry th ing
s topped .

The  i s sue  had  never  been  on ly  the
land .  The  i s sue  was  the  hea r t .
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Scr ip tu re  l a te r  revea l s  the  deeper
t ru th  o f  t h i s  moment .  In  Co loss i ans  3
the  ca l l  r i ngs  c l ea r :  pu t  o f f  t he  o ld
se l f  and  pu t  on  the  new .  The  f l e sh ,  t he
fo rmer  pa t te rns ,  t he  o ld  iden t i t y  mus t
be  se t  a s ide  so  tha t  new l i f e  can  take
roo t .  The  Lord  wou ld  no t  send
unprepared  hear t s  i n to  ba t t l e .  He  was
fo rming  a  peop le  who  be longed  fu l l y
to  H im.

Once  tha t  a l i gnment  was  res to red ,
someth ing  beau t i f u l  fo l lowed .  The
peop le  kep t  the  Passover .

For  on ly  the  th i rd  t ime  in  the i r
h i s to ry ,  t hey  remembered .  The  f i r s t
Passover  had  come in  Egyp t ,  under
the  shadow o f  j udgment ,  when  the
b lood  o f  t he  l amb  marked  the i r
de l i ve rance .  The  second  had  come a t
S ina i ,  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he i r
jou rney .  Now,  he re  i n  the  l and ,  t hey
s topped  aga in .

They  d id  no t  rush  fo rward .  They  d id
no t  se i ze  the  moment .  They
remembered .

Passover  was  never  j u s t  a  r i t ua l .  I t
was  a  re -cen te r ing  o f  i den t i t y .  I t
r eminded  them tha t  eve ry th ing  they
were  and  every th ing  they  had  begun
wi th  rescue .  They  had  been  s l aves .
They  had  been  he lp les s .  The  Lord  had
de l i ve red  them by  H i s  own  power
a lone .

Th i s  pa t te rn  ca r r i e s  fo rward  in to
every  be l i eve r ’ s  l i f e .  In  Luke  22 ,  Jesus
ins t ruc t s  H i s  fo l lowers  to  t ake  and  ea t
in  remembrance  o f  H im .  The
founda t ion  o f  a l l  f o rward  movement  i n
fa i th  i s  r emembrance  o f  wha t  has
a l ready  been  done .  Wi thou t  i t ,  t he
hear t  d r i f t s  toward  p r ide ,  f ea r ,  o r  se l f -
r e l i ance .

F rom remembrance  came t rans i t ion .
The  morn ing  a f t e r  t hey  a te  f rom the
produce  o f  t he  l and ,  t he  manna
ceased .

For  fo r ty  yea r s ,  p rov i s ion  had  f a l l en
f rom heaven  in  a  rhy thm tha t  requ i red
no  e f fo r t  beyond  ga the r ing .  I t  was
cons i s ten t ,  v i s i b l e ,  and  p red ic tab le .
Every  morn ing  b rough t  the  same
supp ly .  Then ,  sudden ly ,  i t  was  gone .

A t  f i r s t ,  i t  m igh t  have  f e l t  l i ke  a  los s .
Bu t  i t  was  g rowth .

The  Lord  had  no t  s topped  p rov id ing .
He  had  changed  the  way  p rov i s ions
wou ld  come .  The  peop le  were  no
longer  wandere r s  sus ta ined  by  da i l y
mi rac les  i n  the  w i lde rness .  They  were
now inhab i tan t s  o f  a  l and  des igned  fo r
cu l t i va t ion ,  fo r  pa r t i c ipa t ion ,  fo r
f ru i t f u lness .  The  same  God  who  sen t
manna  wou ld  now send  ra in .  The
same God  who  fed  them d i rec t l y
wou ld  now b less  the  work  o f  t he i r
hands .

Th i s  i s  t he  movement  f rom
dependence  to  pa r tne r sh ip .  Sc r ip tu re
speaks  o f  sowing  and  reap ing  in
Ga la t i ans  6  and  o f  ab id ing  in  the  v ine
in  John  15 .  The  l i f e  s t i l l  f l ows  f rom
Him,  ye t  the  b ranch  takes  pa r t  i n
bear ing  f ru i t .  The  Prov ide r  rema ins
unchanged .  The  re la t ionsh ip  deepens .

Then ,  a s  Joshua  l i f t ed  h i s  eyes ,
ano the r  moment  un fo lded .  A  man
s tood  be fo re  h im w i th  a  d rawn  sword .
Was  th i s  man  fo r  them or  aga ins t
them?



The  answer  sh i f t ed  eve ry th ing .
Ne i the r .

Th i s  was  no t  abou t  s ides .  Th i s  was
abou t  au thor i t y .

The  f i gu re  iden t i f i ed  H imse l f  a s  the
commander  o f  t he  a rmy  o f  t he  Lord .
In  tha t  i n s tan t ,  Joshua  unders tood .
Th i s  was  no  o rd ina ry  war r io r .  Th i s
was  a  d iv ine  encoun te r .  The  g round
became ho ly .

The  words  echoed  a  moment  f rom
long  be fo re ,  when  Moses  s tood  be fo re
the  bu rn ing  bush  in  Exodus  3  and  was
to ld  to  remove  h i s  sanda l s .  The  same
command  came to  Joshua  now.

The  same  p resence  was  he re .

A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  I s rae l ’ s
de l i ve rance ,  Moses  rece ived  h i s
commiss ion ,  and  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f
I s rae l ’ s  conques t ,  Joshua  rece ived  h i s
commiss ion .

S t ra tegy ,  s t reng th ,  o r  numbers  wou ld
no t  w in  the  ba t t l e  ahead .  On ly
obed ience  to  the  One  who  a l ready
s tood  in  the  f i e ld ,  sword  d rawn ,  wou ld
assu re  v i c to ry .

The  Lord  was  i n  cha rge ,  no t  Joshua .
So  Joshua  d id  the  on ly  r i gh t  th ing .  

On  tha t  new shore ,  Joshua  bowed ,
knee l ing  i n  su r render .  He  re l i nqu i shed
h i s  sword ,  h i s  command ,  h i s  au thor i t y
to  Jesus .  


