
boundary

Scr ip tu re  repea ted ly  shows  the
connec t ion  be tween  obed ience  and
ou tcome .  Adam and  Eve  heard  the
command :  ea t  f rom every  t ree  excep t
one .  They  s tepped  ou t  o f  bounds .  The
fa l l  o f  man  fo l lowed .  Moses  was  to ld
to  speak  to  the  rock .  He  s t ruck  i t
i n s tead .  He  never  en te red  the  l and .
Lo t ’ s  w i f e  was  to ld  to  f l ee  and  no t
look  back .  She  tu rned .  She  became a
p i l l a r  o f  sa l t .  God  commanded  K ing
Sau l  to  des t roy  the  Ama lek i t e s
comple te ly .  He  spa red  the  bes t  o f  t he
sheep  and  Agag .  H i s  dynas ty  ended .

The  oppos i t e  ho lds  t rue .  The  w idow
of  Zarepha th  hea rd  E l i j ah ’ s  word :
ga the r  vesse l s  and  pour .  She  obeyed .
O i l  f l owed  un t i l  eve ry  j a r  was  fu l l .
Naaman  the  l epe r  was  to ld  to  wash
seven  t imes  in  the  Jordan .  P r ide
near l y  kep t  h im ou t  o f  bounds .  He
d ipped .  H i s  f l e sh  re tu rned  l i ke  a
ch i ld ’ s .

Med i ta te  and  do  equa l s  good  success .

James  wro te  p la in ly :  “Be  doers  o f  t he
word ,  and  no t  hea re r s  on ly ,  dece iv ing
yourse lves .  For  i f  anyone  i s  a  hea re r
o f  t he  word  and  no t  a  doer ,  he  i s  l i ke
a  man  who  looks  i n ten t l y  a t  h i s
na tu ra l  f ace  i n  a  m i r ro r .  

Joshua  s tood  on  the  eas te rn  bank  o f
the  Jordan ,  t he  p romised  l and
s t re tch ing  be fo re  h im—spac ious ,
bounded ,  a l ready  g iven .  Ye t  the
phys ica l  bo rder s  were  no t  the  on ly
ones  Joshua  needed  to  wa tch .  There
was  a  h igher  boundary  l i ne ,  one  tha t
wou ld  keep  h im and  the  na t ion  in
bounds  no  mat te r  how fa r  they
wa lked .  The  Lord  spoke  aga in .

“On ly  be  s t rong  and  ve ry  courageous ,
be ing  ca re fu l  to  do  accord ing  to  a l l
t he  l aw  tha t  Moses  my  se rvan t
commanded  you .  Do  no t  tu rn  f rom i t
to  the  r i gh t  hand  o r  to  the  l e f t ,  t ha t
you  may  have  good  success  wherever
you  go .  Th i s  Book  o f  t he  Law sha l l
no t  depar t  f rom your  mouth ,  bu t  you
sha l l  med i ta te  on  i t  day  and  n igh t ,  so
tha t  you  may  be  ca re fu l  to  do
accord ing  to  a l l  t ha t  i s  wr i t t en  i n  i t .
For  then  you  w i l l  make  your  way
prosperous ,  and  then  you  w i l l  have
good  success . ”

Med i ta te .  Do .

Two ac t ions .  Two ve rbs .  Med i ta te
means  to  keep  the  word  in  the  mouth ,
to  mut te r  i t ,  to  chew on  i t  l i ke  a  cow
chewing  cud—le t t i ng  i t  ro l l  a round ,
d iges t ing  i t  deep ly  un t i l  i t  became
par t  o f  t he  hea r t .  Do  means  to  ac t ,  to
execu te ,  to  pu t  boo t s  on  the  g round ,
to  submi t  under  the  au thor i t y  o f  wha t
was  wr i t t en .
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For  he  looks  a t  h imse l f  and  goes  away
and  a t  once  fo rge t s  wha t  he  was  l i ke .
Bu t  the  one  who  looks  i n to  the  pe r fec t
l aw ,  the  l aw  o f  l i be r ty ,  and
perseveres ,  be ing  no  heare r  who
fo rge t s  bu t  a  doer  who  ac t s ,  he  w i l l  be
b lessed  in  h i s  do ing . ”

Jesus  ended  the  Se rmon  on  the  Mount
w i th  the  same  t ru th .  “Everyone  then
who  hear s  these  words  o f  m ine  and
does  them wi l l  be  l i ke  a  w i se  man  who
bu i l t  h i s  house  on  the  rock .  And  the
ra in  f e l l ,  and  the  f l oods  came ,  and  the
winds  b lew and  bea t  on  tha t  house ,
bu t  i t  d id  no t  f a l l ,  because  i t  had  been
founded  on  the  rock .  And  everyone
who  hear s  these  words  o f  m ine  and
does  no t  do  them wi l l  be  l i ke  a  foo l i sh
man  who  bu i l t  h i s  house  on  the  sand .
And  the  ra in  f e l l ,  and  the  f l oods  came ,
and  the  w inds  b lew and  bea t  aga ins t
tha t  house ,  and  i t  f e l l ,  and  g rea t  was
the  f a l l  o f  i t . ”

The  c rowd had  l i s t ened  fo r  hours .
Bea t i t udes .  Teach ings .  Commands .
Jesus  c losed  w i th  th i s  pa rab le .
Hear ing  a lone  dece ives .  Do ing
anchors .  S to rms  come to  bo th  houses .
On ly  the  one  bu i l t  on  obed ience
s tands .

The  word  i s  t he  boundary  l i ne .
Med i ta te—keep  i t  i n  the  mouth ,  chew
on  i t  day  and  n igh t .  Do—walk  i t  ou t ,
submi t  to  i t s  au thor i t y .  S tep  ou t s ide
those  l i nes ,  and  success  e ludes  you  .
S tay  w i th in  them,  and  the  way
prospers .

Joshua  rece ived  h i s  commiss ion .
Ar i se .  Go  over .  Med i ta te  on  the  Book
o f  the  Law .  Do  a l l  t ha t  i s  wr i t t en  i n  i t .
The  phys ica l  bo rder s  marked  the  l and .
The  word  marked  the  pa th .  God
prov ided  bo th .  Bo th  requ i red
par t i c ipa t ion .  The  so les  o f  t he i r  f ee t
wou ld  c l a im the  so i l .  The  obed ience
o f  the i r  hea r t s  wou ld  c l a im the
promise .


