
do over

The  guards  be l i eved  he r  and  rushed
ou t .  The  ga te  c l anged  shu t  beh ind
them as  they  chased  shadows  toward
the  Jordan .

Once  sa fe ,  Rahab  c l imbed  to  the  roo f .
In  the  da rkness ,  she  spoke  to  the
h idden  sp ies  w i th  a  m ix  o f  f ea r  and
conv ic t ion .  “ I  know the  Lord  has
g iven  you  th i s  l and , ”  she  con fessed .
“We ’ve  hea rd  how He  d r i ed  up  the
Red  Sea  fo r  you ,  and  how you
des t royed  S ihon  and  Og  eas t  o f  t he
Jordan .  Our  hea r t s  me l ted .  No
courage  rema ins  i n  any  man ,  fo r  the
Lord  your  God  i s  God  in  heaven
above  and  on  the  ea r th  be low . ”

She  made  he r  bo ld  reques t :  “S ince  I
showed  you  k indness  by  p ro tec t ing
you ,  swear  by  the  Lord  tha t  you  w i l l
dea l  k ind ly  w i th  my  fami ly .  Spare  my
fa the r ,  mother ,  b ro the r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  and
a l l  who  be long  to  us  when  your  a rmy
re tu rns . ”

The  sp ies  gave  the i r  so lemn p romise :
“Our  l i ves  fo r  yours ,  even  to  dea th !  I f
you  keep  our  sec re t ,  when  the  Lord
g ives  us  the  l and ,  we  w i l l  dea l  k ind ly
and  f a i th fu l l y  w i th  you  and  your
househo ld . ”

Before  the  c ross ing ,  Joshua  sec re t l y
sen t  two  sp ies  to  scou t  Je r i cho .  They
en te red  the  c i t y  and  lodged  a t  t he
house  o f  Rahab ,  a  p ros t i t u te  and
innkeeper  whose  home was  bu i l t  i n to
the  ou te r  c i t y  wa l l .  I n  Je r i cho ,  t he
roya l  f ami l y ,  o f f i c i a l s ,  and  the  wea l thy
l i ved  sa fe l y  beh ind  an  inner  wa l l  i n
the  l u sh  cen te r .  The  poor ,
marg ina l i zed ,  and  vu lne rab le—
inc lud ing  p ros t i t u tes—l ived  on  the
exposed  embankment  be tween  the
wa l l s .  Rahab ’ s  home doub led  as  an  inn
where  t rave le r s  came  fo r  food  and
lodg ing ,  and  goss ip  f l owed  f ree ly .

Word  o f  t he  s t rangers  reached  the
k ing  qu ick ly .  Guards  pounded  on
Rahab ’ s  door ,  demand ing  she
su r render  the  I s rae l i t e  sp ies  scou t ing
the  l and .

Rahab  ac ted  f a s t .  She  had  a l ready
h idden  the  men  on  he r  roo f  under
bund les  o f  d ry ing  f l ax  s ta l k s .  Fac ing
the  so ld ie r s  ca lm ly ,  she  admi t ted  the
v i s i to r s  had  come bu t  spun  a  c l eve r
l i e :  “Yes ,  t hey  were  he re ,  bu t  I  d idn ’ t
know where  they  were  f rom.  When  i t
g rew dark  and  the  ga te  was  abou t  to
c lose ,  t hey  s l i pped  ou t .  I  have  no  idea
where  they  went .  Hur ry—pursue  them
qu ick ly ,  and  you  migh t  over take
them. ”
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She  r i sked  every th ing  to  h ide  the
sp ies ,  con fessed  the  Lord ’ s  power ,
and  asked  fo r  mercy  in  re tu rn .  The
sca r l e t  co rd  she  hung  in  he r  w indow
became the  s ign  o f  f a i t h  and  the
promise  o f  de l i ve rance .

Why  send  sp ies  a t  a l l ?  They  ga ined  no
mi l i t a ry  advan tage  and  even  a le r ted
the  enemy .  

The  reason  was  redempt ion .

They  sea led  the  pac t .  Rahab  lowered
them by  rope  th rough  a  w indow.  The
men  escaped  in to  the  h i l l s ,  t hen
re tu rned  to  Joshua  and  repor ted
every th ing .  “Tru ly  the  Lord  has  g iven
the  who le  l and  in to  our  hands , ”  t hey
sa id .  “A l l  t he  i nhab i tan t s  me l t  away
because  o f  u s . ”

For ty  yea r s  ea r l i e r ,  twe lve  sp ies  had
gone  ou t  pub l i c l y—one  f rom each
t r i be .  The i r  f ea r fu l  r epor t  me l ted  the
peop le ’ s  hea r t s ,  l ead ing  the  na t ion  to
re fuse  en t ry .  Tha t  genera t ion  d ied  in
the  w i lde rness .

Now Joshua  sen t  on ly  two  sp ies—
secre t l y ,  f ocused  on  Je r i cho .  The
ou tcome was  reve r sed .  Fa i th
s t reng thened  the  I s rae l i t e s ;  f ea r
g r ipped  the  enemy .  For  fo r ty  yea r s
Je r i cho  had  t remb led  a t  t he  repor t s  o f
the  Red  Sea  and  the  de fea t  o f  S ihon
and  Og .  Rahab ,  a  Canaan i te  p ros t i t u te
l i v ing  on  the  marg ins ,  hea rd  those
s to r i e s  and  be l i eved .  


