
the leader
The  g rea te r  Joshua  f i gh t s  ou r  ba t t l e s
and  in te rcedes  fo r  us  s t i l l .  He  a lways
l i ves  to  make  in te rcess ion .  The  Sp i r i t
he lps  us  i n  ou r  weakness ,  i n te rced ing
wi th  g roan ings  too  deep  fo r  words ,
accord ing  to  the  w i l l  o f  God .  When
we  do  no t  know how to  p ray ,  t he
Sp i r i t  t akes  our  con fus ion  and
t rans la tes  i t  pe r fec t l y  to  the  Fa the r .  

The  second  l e s son  came a t  the  t en t  o f
mee t ing .  Moses  used  to  p i t ch  i t
ou t s ide  the  camp ,  f a r  o f f .  Anyone  who
wanted  to  seek  the  Lord  cou ld  go  ou t
to  i t .  Whenever  Moses  en te red ,  t he
p i l l a r  o f  c loud  descended  and  s tood  a t
the  en t rance .  The  Lord  spoke  w i th
Moses  f ace  to  f ace ,  a s  a  man  speaks
to  h i s  f r i end .  When  Moses  re tu rned  to
the  camp ,  h i s  young  ass i s tan t  Joshua
son  o f  Nun  wou ld  no t  depar t  f rom the
ten t .

A l l  I s rae l  wa tched  f rom the i r  own  ten t
doors ,  worsh ip ing  a t  a  d i s tance .  They
found  i t  i n t r i gu ing ,  bu t  they  rema ined
fa r  away .  Bu t  Joshua  l i nge red .  He
loved  the  Lord ’ s  p resence .  He
eavesdropped  on  conversa t ions
be tween  Moses  and  God .  He  l ea rned
tha t  w i thou t  ab id ing ,  he  cou ld  do
noth ing .  The  p resence  o f  t he  Lord
was  p rec ious .  I t  was  eve ry th ing .

For  fo r ty  yea r s  i n  the  w i lde rness ,
Joshua  l i ved  in  Moses ’  shadow,
l ea rn ing  in  the  unseen  p laces .  Three
lessons  fo rged  h im in to  the  l eader
who  wou ld  one  day  c ross  the  Jo rdan .
The  f i r s t  l e s son  came a t  Reph id im .
Amalek  a t tacked  I s rae l ,  t a rge t ing  the
weak ,  t he  weary ,  t he  s t ragg le r s  a t  t he
rea r .  Moses  tu rned  to  Joshua .
“Choose  men  fo r  us  and  go  ou t  and
f igh t  w i th  Ama lek .  Tomor row I  w i l l
s t and  on  the  top  o f  t he  h i l l  w i th  the
s ta f f  o f  God  in  my  hand . ”

Joshua  obeyed .  He  l ed  the  war r io r s
in to  the  va l l ey  wh i l e  Moses ,  Aaron ,
and  Hur  c l imbed  the  h i l l .  Whenever
Moses  he ld  up  h i s  hands ,  I s rae l
p reva i l ed .  Whenever  h i s  hands
dropped ,  Ama lek  p reva i l ed .  Moses ’
a rms  g rew weary .  Aaron  and  Hur
b rough t  a  s tone  fo r  h im to  s i t  on  and
he ld  h i s  hands  s teady .  Joshua
overwhe lmed  Amalek  w i th  the  sword .
V ic to ry  above  dec ided  the  ba t t l e  won
be low .  The  sword  in  the  va l l ey
depended  on  the  l i f t ed  hands  on  the
h i l l .  P raye r  was  long - range  a r t i l l e ry ,
and  the  sword  was  hand- to -hand
combat .  Wi thou t  i n te rcess ion ,  Joshua
cou ld  do  no th ing .  The  mounta in  o f
p rayer  b rough t  v i c to ry  i n  the  va l l ey  o f
con f l i c t  eve ry  t ime .
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Jesus  wou ld  l a te r  say ,  “Ab ide  in  me ,
and  I  i n  you .  As  the  b ranch  cannot
bear  f ru i t  by  i t se l f ,  un les s  i t  ab ides
in  the  v ine ,  ne i the r  can  you ,  un les s
you  ab ide  in  me .  No  longer  do  I  ca l l
you  se rvan t s ;  a  se rvan t  does  no t
know wha t  h i s  mas te r  i s  do ing .  Bu t  I
have  ca l l ed  you  f r i ends ,  fo r  a l l  t ha t  I
have  heard  f rom my  Fa the r  I  have
made  known to  you . ”

Obed ience  p roves  love .  F r i endsh ip
wi th  the  Lord  i s  i n t imate .  I t  i s
rad ica l .  Joshua  l ea rned  to  l i nge r  i n
the  ten t .  He  l ea rned  to  ab ide .

The  th i rd  l e s son  came a t  Kadesh -
Barnea ,  two  year s  a f t e r  l eav ing
Egypt .  I s rae l  r eached  the  border  o f
the  p romised  l and .  Moses  sen t
twe lve  sp ies .  Ten  re tu rned  te r r i f i ed .
“The  l and  devours  i t s  i nhab i tan t s .
The  c i t i e s  a re  fo r t i f i ed  and  ve ry
la rge .  We  seemed  to  our se lves  l i ke
g rasshoppers ,  and  so  we  seemed  to
them. ”

The  peop le  wept  a l l  n igh t .  They
grumb led  aga ins t  Moses  and  Aaron .
“Wou ld  tha t  we  had  d ied  in  Egyp t !
Le t  us  choose  a  l eader  and  go  back
to  Egyp t . ”

Joshua  and  Ca leb  to re  the i r  c lo thes .
“The  l and  we  passed  th rough  i s
exceed ing ly  good .  I f  t he  Lord
de l i gh t s  i n  us ,  He  w i l l  b r ing  us  i n to
th i s  l and  and  g ive  i t  to  us ,  a  l and
f low ing  w i th  m i l k  and  honey .

 On ly  do  no t  rebe l  aga ins t  t he  Lord .
Do  no t  f ea r  the  peop le  o f  t he  l and ,
fo r  the i r  p ro tec t ion  i s  r emoved  f rom
them.  The  Lord  i s  w i th  us .  Do  no t
fea r  them. ”

Fear  kep t  I s rae l  ou t .  Fa i th  wou ld
have  b rough t  them in .  Pe r spec t i ve
was  eve ry th ing .  The  same  l and ,  t he
same g ian t s ,  t he  same  g rapes .  Fea r
c r ipp led  the i r  wa lk .  Fa i th  wou ld  have
car r i ed  them fo rward .

Joshua  l ea rned  tha t  f ea r  i s  a  l ack  o f
f a i th .  Fa i th  i s  t he  cu r rency  o f
heaven .  Wi thou t  f a i t h ,  i t  i s
imposs ib le  to  p lease  God .  The  Lord
i s  my  l i gh t  and  my  sa lva t ion ;  whom
sha l l  I  f ea r ?  The  Lord  i s  t he
s t rongho ld  o f  my  l i f e ;  o f  whom sha l l
I  be  a f ra id?

The  w i lde rness  d id  no t  go  to  was te
on  Joshua .  He  l ea rned  the  power  o f
p rayer ,  t he  necess i t y  o f  ab id ing ,  and
the  requ i rement  o f  f a i t h .  He  wou ld
need  every  l e s son  when  the  t ime
came to  c ross  the  Jo rdan .

The  dese r t  p l aces  fo rge  wha t  the
promised  l and  requ i res .  The  l e s sons
lea rned  in  wander ing  p repare  fo r  the
ba t t l e s  ahead .  Joshua  emerged
equ ipped .  The  Jordan  wa i ted .
And  the  g rea te r  Joshua  wa i t s ,  r eady
to  l ead  H i s  peop le  home .


